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elcome to the second similar interventions have Mayors focusing on land and 
edition of Local News, wo rked  t remendous l y  i n  mineral rights, computer literacy Wthe official Newsletter municipalities especially in the and relevant legislation. This 

of the Department of Local area of financial management. A capaci ty bui ld ing wi l l  be 
Government. This edition marks number of Municipalities were conducted in consultation with 
the continuation of a journey of a experiencing a shortfall in the LG SETA. 
publication which hit the 'market' submiss ion  o f  F inanc ia l  
immediately after the split of the Statements as required by The Traditional Leadership 
department into two separate legislation. However, this is a Institution is also reflected in the 
entities. In a country where thing of the past now, thanks to capacity building plan of the 
information-dissemination is the department's intervention department. A training workshop 
key, it is our resolve through strategies.  Thaba Chweu for Traditional Leaders and 
Local News and other platforms Mun ic ipa l i t y,  wh ich  a l so  Councillors is in the pipeline to 
to keep you abreast with what experienced diff iculties in prepare them to play important 
the department is doing to service delivery, is now back on roles in the local councils on 
improve the lives of people. track, after the department issues of development. 

invoked Sect ion 139, by 
In a country where public appointing an Administrator to The department is determined to 
participation is central, it was return it to its former glory. h e l p  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  
disappointing to note the poor i ns t i t u t i on  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  
response to the suggestions of a In the meantime, the department leadership to contribute to the 
new name for this publication, continues to give support to P i o n e e r i n g  S p i r i t  t h a t  
after requesting them. We were municipalities in a number of Mpumalanga is known for. 
of the view that our stakeholders areas. The translation of IDPs 
will take with both hands the f rom Eng l i sh  to  A f r i can  A P r o v i n c i a l  M i l l e n n i u m  
opportunity of creatively crafting languages is one of them. The Development Goals (MDG) will 
a new name for the publication. process is well underway, with be held in the third quarter to 
We can only interpret the lack of the appointment of a service make an analysis of progress in 
response as content with the provider due to be finalized soon. the implementation of the MDG 
current name on the part of our Training of IDP Managers is on goals. 
stakeholders. As a result we will the cards with the view of 
continue using the name 'Local ensuring the credibility of IDPs. Matters of Disaster Management 
News' as the official name for the continue to be a matter of 
newsletter. The recent training of officials concern to the department. We 

and  counc i l o r s  f r om a l l  a re  con t inu ing  w i th  ou r  
The decision by the Provincial municipalities on LED will also awareness campaign and we 
Cabinet to review the curatorship go a long way in ensuring that hope people will begin to realise 
of Mbombela Municipality with LED strategies are implemented the importance of preventing 
the view of rescinding the and submitted on time as disasters. Construction of a 
decision, is a vote of confidence r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Provincial Disaster Centre is a 
for MEC Mashego-Dlamini for Municipalit ies are on the key  p r i o r i t y  o f  D i sas te r  
the strategic intervention. It also forefront of service delivery and Management. A Service Level 
serves as a perfect barometer for t h e r e f o r e  a n y  s u p p o r t  Agreement has been signed with 
the department 's support  mechanism will go a long way to Mbombela Municipality for a 
mechanism of municipalities in ensure that they are a corner construction site.
the province. It is worth noting stone of service delivery.
that the intervention has raised 
Mbombela Municipality out of the A Capacity Building Programme 
quaqmire, owing to instability will commence on the third 
and other factors. In the past, quarter for our Councillors and 

The graduation will take place on the 31 of October in White River.

DEADLINE: Candidates put final touches on their assignments before submission.

IN CLASS: Candidates compare notes during
a vigorous LED training course
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councilors were torched and he Department's turn around 
learners were prevented from strategy for the Mbombela 
going to school. Even those willing TMunicipality, has yielded the 
to go to work, could not do so due to desired results. Not so long ago the 
the threats by striking workers. The department, through Section 139 
situation could have turned worse, (1)(b) of the Constitution of the 
had the police not intervened. Local Republic of South Africa, put the 
residents, like any other community municipality under administration 
in the country, should enjoy the in a bid to ensure its effective 
same rights and should be funct iona l i ty.  As exp la ined 
accorded the right to express their previously in this Newsletter, the 
anger, however, this should be decision was motivated by 
done within the confines of the law. amongst other things, failure of the 
It is unacceptable for people to municipality to discharge its 
trample on the rights of others in the mandate as outlined in the 
process of exercising their rights. Constitution. I am happy that the 
Once again, police should be A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  M r  K h a y a  
commended for taking action Mpungose and his team, were able 
against the perpetrators. t o  r e tu rn  s t ab i l i t y  t o  t he  

Municipality. I would like to thank 
Events surrounding the attack of a Council, Management and staff 
family at Mananga Village by local members for their co operation with 
residents, accusing them of Mr Mpungose and the team. The intolerable. We also thank the 
witchcraft, once again brought report about the performance of the intervention of the Nkomazi 
about the need to educate our Municipality has been tabled and Municipality and Inkhosi Mlambo II 
people about the values of ubuntu. accepted by the Provincial on the matter, to save the lives of 
The manner  in  which the Executive Council. I can assure the victims.
accusations surfaced up to a point residents of Mbombela that the 
where the attack was carried out, municipality is now ready to deliver The SALGA games which took 
shows how vicious are some of the services accordingly. From now place in Kinross recently, in the 
people in our society and at the onwards, the department will begin Govan Mbeki Municipality are 
s a m e  t i m e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  a process of handing over the gaining momentum. Participation 
vulnerability of our aged in the powers back to Council and the from municipalities, with the view of 
society. As government, we view Executive Mayor, Cllr Lassy sports development at grass roots 
the attack in a serious light and we Chiwayo.  level, lived up to expectations. For 
will do everything possible to now, the focus of the country is to 
protect the victims and deal harshly Our rights are enshrined in the compete favourably in the 2010 
with the perpetrators. The incident constitution of the country. Any S o c c e r  W o r l d  C u p .  I n  
has also renewed the urgent need action aimed at undermining our Mpumalanga, our focus is on 
to expedite the legislative process rights will always be met with brutal feeding the National team, Bafana 
of passing into an Act, the force. In return, we also have the Bafana with players who originate 
Witchcraft Suppression Bill. Such a responsibility as communities to from this Province. And therefore 
law will reinforce measures practice our rights. However, our the SALGA games is, but one of 
required in the fight against action does not reflect this side those initiatives.  Like other 
perpetrators of violence, who when we demonstrate our anger. provinces, we want to produce 
masquerade as people fighting The action taken by residents at sporting heroes too. I would like to 
witchcraft. We commend the police Vukuzakhe in the Pixley ka Seme thank the co-ordinators of the 
for acting expeditiously after the Municipality is a case in point. games for the job well done and 
matter was reported. Not only will Agitated by what they described as hope that next year, the games will 
their action affirm government’s failure of council to consult them on be bigger and better, as they also 
commitment in dealing with such budget matters, amongst other contribute to social cohesion. 
matters, but will also send a strong things, they resorted to violence, 
message to people who act with which eventually affected the 
impunity that their behavior is municipality. Houses belonging to 

LANGUAGE BUSINESS: Amakhosi prepare themselves to preserve indigenous languages 
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It does not help the cause of fforts by the Department's 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i f  S e c t o r  disaster section to fight the 
Departments go into an area Espread of veld fires has 
within the jurisdiction of a produced the desired results.  
municipality and build a school Just like last year, Mpumalanga 
fo r  examp le  w i thou t  the  was also prone to the spread of 
knowledge of the municipality veld fires during the fire season 
concerned. I hope that the between August and October. 
resolutions taken there will be Unlike last year, where the fires 
implemented. caused massive havoc to farms 

and human lives, this year the 
The launch of Ehlanzeni District's impact was relatively low, thanks 
Government Information System to the hard work demonstrated by 
(GIS) is a step towards the right the Disaster Management 
direction. The system will not only Section, which embarked on 
help the district in its endeavor to awareness campaigns, teaching 
make information accessible, but the public about the dangers of 
the local municipalities too. The veld fires, encouraging people to 
importance of local municipalities report  any veld f i re and 
to have statistics of their encouraging them to voluntarily 
households and their location join the fire fighting projects. As a 
cannot be over emphasized, result, we had minimal dangers, the end of October, councilors 
especially in this era, where they except for the 4 casualties and 27 and officials from all the 18 
have to implement the Property injuries sustained reported at the municipalities will receive their 
Rates Act and the Water for all time of going to press. 60 000 certificates, after attending 
projects. Ehlanzeni has set the hectres of land was destroyed.  training courses offered by Wits 
pace for other municipalities to With temperatures going beyond University's Brian Boshoff. Their 
follow. This is an aggressive 35 degrees Celsius during the qualifications are equivalent to an 
approach to deal with issues that second week of September, the Honours degree. This is part of 
have to do with community team should be commended for the department's capacity 
development. The GIS will come putting measures in place to b u i l d i n g  e x e r c i s e .  
in handy in this information age ensure that the fires and the Congratulations to the successful 
where the issue of Spatial effects thereof are put under candidates for taking up the 
Development Framework is also stringent control to avert a similar challenge of enrolling for the 
critical. occurrence of last year. With the training and pass it. I hope that 

Disaster Management Centre this initiative will go a long way in 
The partnership between our under construction, I believe that addressing the challenges that 
department, Wits University and in future we will be able to avert munic ipa l i t ies  have been 
the German NGO, GTZ is any form of casualties. experiencing with respect to the 
beginning to bear fruits. In fact allocation of land for businesses, 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s o u g h t  T h e  r e c e n t  P r o v i n c i a l  housing development and other 
assistance from Wits University Development Sector Summit use. On the same breath, I would 
to train councilors and officials on which took place at Malelane, like to congratulate our staff 
Local Economic Development highlighted the importance of members whose names reigned 
(LED). After the declaration of the w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  supreme on the list of the 
MEC in her budget speech that D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  S e c t o r  graduates for the Learnership 
an amount of R 935, 000 has Depar tmen ts  as  we l l  as  and ABET literacy programmes. 
been set aside for the training, we municipalities. The summit also 
had to move with high speed to cemented the need to give 
ensure that the plan takes off the municipalities the co-ordinating 
ground. I am happy to say that at power on developmental issues.  

rathe Mpumalanga Provincial 
ificExecutive Council has resolved 
a t iTto initiate a review and ultimate 
o n  rescission of Section 139 (1) (b) of Act 
o f  108 of the South African Constitution 

that was invoked when the Provincial 
Government intervened to restore 
n o r m a l i t y  i n  t h e  M b o m b e l a  
Municipality. The municipality was 
placed under curatorship when MEC 
for Local Government and Housing, 
Ms Candith Mashego-Dlamini  
appointed a team of Administrators, 
led by Mr Khayelihle Mpungose to 
take charge six months ago. At the 
time the capital city was plagued by 
ins tab i l i t y  and  poor  se rv ice  
delivery.The municipality had a high 
number of critical vacant funded 
posts, consumer debt increased from 
R203 Million to R276 Million in over six the decision by Minister of the DPLG 
months and the municipality received Human Resource issues, and NCOP. Recommendation by the 
a qualified audit opinion for the 2010 and Service delivery, Cabinet will be submitted to Minister 
financial year 2004/05 and 2005/06. Management and Financial Sicelo Shiceka and the National 

             viability, Council of Provinces (NCOP). This 
After six months, a remarkable Governance structures, will enable the Mayor to constitute a 
improvement has been recorded              processes  and systems. Mayoral Committee and further 
s i nce  the  i n te rven t i on .  The  capacitate Council to continue with 
appointment of some Section 57 F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  the turn around strategy. The 
Managers and a Chief Financial improvement of the situation, the Provincial Department of Local 
Off i c ia l ,  and the  s ign ing  o f  Provincial Cabinet decided to review Government working in partnership 
performance contracts is one of the and rescind Act 108 Section 139 (1) with the Provincial Treasury will 
highlights marking the improvements. (b) of the Constitution and revert back continue to monitor and provide 
Progress has also been made in the Executive powers to the Executive support to the Municipality.
following areas: Mayor  and  Counc i l  pend ing  

IN CHARGE: Mbombela Executive Mayor Cllr. Lassy Chiwayo

ON TRACK: The construction of Mbombela Stadium runs smooth
after the intervention of the Department.

FLASH BACK: Outgoing Administrators of Mbombela Municipality 
with Mr Khaya Mpungose (Middle)
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he Department of Local municipalities to adopt their IDPs on completed its infrastructure plan.The 
Government organized a time was painted. According to department has organized a capacity TProvincial Development Sector Nyambi, local municipalities in the building programme in which IDP 

Summit at Malelane to find ways and Nkangala District are able to meet Managers will be trained as an 
means of working together with targeted milestones for the adoption intervention measure.
mun i c i pa l i t i e s  on  i s sues  o f  of IDPs. Nyambi said the majority of 
development. The summit was municipalities have already adopted The Director of Local Governance, Mr 
attended by delegates from sector their draft IDPs. She added that Oupa Pilane told the summit that in 
departments, municipalities, NGOs municipalities are already engaged in Bushbuckridge for example, the 
and educational institutions. Failure of public participation. However, the department discovered that the 
some departments to register their situation is different in the Gert Development Bank of Southern Africa 
developmental plans in the IDP Sibande and Ehlanzeni Districts. “The ( D B S A )  h a s  s e n t  t e c h n i c a l  
d o c u m e n t s  w a s  a m o n g  t h e  process to adopt them is either assistance, similar to the one sent by 
challenges faced by municipalities. delayed or the IDPs are poor or not the Department of Provincial and 
Other challenges include duplication credible. In Gert Sibande, only two Local Government (DPLG) and the 
of resources and failure of some were found to be credible,” she said.  district has done the same. Pilane 
municipalities to adopt IDPs on time. She added that the following factors described this as waste of resources 

contribute to the poor situation: which should be avoided in future.  He 
IDP Manager in the Department of said communication should be 
Local Government, Ms Sybil Nyambi Lack of appointment of facilitated before any decision for 
expressed concern that sector              IDP Managers. assistance is implemented. This 
departments implement projects in Inexperienced IDP confirms the need for sector 
the jurisdiction of municipalities Managers. consultative meetings which will 
without informing them. “You find a Political interference. assist sector departments to share 
department building a school or a Lack of intense amongst themselves projects to be 
clinic in a particular municipality which communication with i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
is not reflected in the IDP of that communities. Municipalities. Municipalities were 
municipality. It's only when problems also encouraged to develop a Spatial 
arise that the department start looking The Municipalities have difficulties in Development Framework (SDF) 
for municipal officials for intervention. developing infrastructure plans. They which will serve as a guideline for the 
That has to stop,” Ms Nyambi told implement projects on adhoc basis or proper use of available land. DBSA's 
delegates. It was agreed that in future in reaction to a problem. Ehlanzeni Dave Moffat said the SDF will give 
departments should not be allowed to District came under fire for failing to direction about the location of Urban 
implement projects in a jurisdiction of comply with legislation. Nyambi said and rural areas, Transport Network, 
a municipality if they are not registered apart from failing to submit an IDP, the future priority projects and the 
in the IDPs. district has also failed to submit a hierarchy of settlements. 

Local Economic Development (LED) 
A gloomy picture about the failure of progress report and has not yet 

The ESKOM project follows the 
establishment of the Great Basin 
Gold investment through Burn 
Stone Mine at Balfour. The mine was 
opened officially last year and has 
brought about ample opportunities 
through:

            Employment
            Business development 
            Educational development 
            Social development.

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION
The biggest abattoir in the Southern 
Hemisphere Karan Beef is located ipaliseng Municipality is one 
in Dipaleseng.of the seven municipalities in Dthe Gert Sibande District 
The British investment Blue Skies, a Municipality. The strategic location 
fruit processing company is also of Dipaleseng Municipality as a 
located in Dipaleseng Municipality. gateway towards three provinces 
The new economic developments (Gauteng, Mpumalanga & Free 
c rea te  a  h igh  demand fo r  State) and its proximity towards 

from the ANC Youth League accommodation facilities which is Gauteng Province, the access to 
(ANCYL) Executive Committee at scarce at the moment. National Roads (N3 & R23) & the rail 
Siyathemba Branch. He graduated line that runs through Balfour from 
from the Youth League to serve in The rich history of Dipaleseng Johannesburg to Durban, makes it 
the SANCO Executive Committee Municipality puts it in good stead for an ideal growth point for economic 
and the African National Congress tourism exploration. Four main development and investment.
(ANC). historical events provide a basis for 

the tourism exploration: ECONOMIC PROFILE
In the year 2000 until 2006 Cllr 
Tsotetsi was deployed as a Ward The Anglo Boer War battleDipaleseng Municipality is the 
Councilor in Ward 4, Dipaleseng.  At               Fields.smallest municipality in the Gert 
the time he was a Chairperson of the The historic graves and theSibande District Municipality. Due to 
ANC Caucus and a member of               campsite of the Scottishlack of job opportunities, the 
Dipaleseng Council's Executive               Regiment.majority of people have sought 
Committee.    The Bakoena tribe history.employment in neighbouring 
        Gauteng. A drive by the municipality 
VISION PROFILE OF THE EXECUTIVE for investments, has seen major 

MAYOR, CLL TSOTETSI.companies invest ing in the 
Providing quali ty, affordable municipality. The demand for 
services and good governance.Councilor Mabalane Tsotetsi was electricity in the country, has seen 

born in Grootvlei, Rietfontein. He Eskom re-opening its multi-million 
MISSIONcompleted Primary Education at rand power plant in Grootvlei. The 

Ts h e p e h a  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  plant is one of the several Eskom 
To implement programs and (Grootvlei) and completed Matric at power suppliers closed down pre-
services that help to ensure that its Letha Ukuthula Secondary School 1994. The decision to re-open it has 
residents are served by accountable (Katlehong).created much needed jobs for the 
and effective local government.locals. 

His political career can be traced 
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the President (Mr Thabo Mbeki). 
“Let's wait for the President to take a 
decision on the matter. The 
department has no jurisdiction over 
the matter,” she said. 

During the imbizo, the department 
donated 5000 dustbins to the local 
municipality as part of a campaign to 
eradicate littering in Mpumalanga. 
This was the second consignment of 
donation after the Bushbuckridge 
Municipality. The latter received 
4000 dustbins. With the 2010 
Soccer World Cup around the 
corner, MEC Mashego-Dlamini 
u r g e d  r e s i d e n t s  t o  k e e p  
Mpumalanga clean. “We will be 
hosting visitors from around the ocal residents at Kameel 
world. We want them to have a good R iv ie r  have  expressed  
picture about our places. So use concerns about poor service L
these dustbins to keep Mpumalanga delivery in the area. The poor state 
clean, so that even post-world cup, of the roads, lack of access to clean 
these visitors can come back to water and Chieftaincy disputes 
experience Mpumalanga. The formed part of the plethora of 
Executive Mayor, Cllr Innah complaints raised during the imbizo. 
Masombuka said the dustbins will Residents accused the local 
be distributed to villages where municipality of failing to improve the 
littering was rampant.  infrastructure. “The Madubaduba 

road is impassable. It was deserted 
by contractors,” a local resident 
complained. 

The Imbizo was attended by MEC 
Candith Mashego - Dlamini, the 
Executive Mayor Cl lr  Innah 
Masombuka and Senior officials of 
the department and Councillors of 
the Dr J.S Moroka Municipality. In 
response, MEC Candith Mashego-
Dlamini told the local community 
that problems related to the 
construction of the road will be 
investigated. “We have requested 
sector departments in the three 
spheres of government to register 
their development plans in the IDPs 
of all municipalities. So it's possible 
to trace which sphere of government 
is responsible for the road. We will 
deal with the matter,” she said. With 
regard to chieftaincy disputes, 
Mashego-Dlamini told residents that 
such matters are dealt by the 
Nhlapo Commission, established by 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

OUTCRY: Residents submit grievances on Imbizo day 
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